Preparation for:

Takeaways
•

Family Life Merit Badge
Genealogy Merit Badge

•
•

Finding our more about
their families
Accepting Responsibility
A Scout is Loyal

Project Family
Complete following requirements.
1. Interview a grandparent, another family elder, or a family friend about what life was like when he
or she was growing up.
2. With members of your family or a family friend, discuss some of your family names, history,
traditions, and culture. Do one of the following:
a. Create a family tree of three generations.
b. Make a poster or web page that shows the places that some of your familymembers
came from.
c.

Choose a special celebration or holiday that some of your family members participate in,
and create either a poster, picture, or photo slideshow of it.

3. Show your understanding of your duty to family by creating a chart listing the jobs that you and
other family members have at home. Choose three of the jobs you are responsible for, and chart
them for two weeks.
4. Select a job that belongs to another family member, and help that person complete it. Some
examples would be to create a grocery shopping list for the week, to take out trash for a week, to
do the laundry for your family one time, to prepare meals for your family for one day, or to
complete some yard work.
5. With the help of an adult, inspect your home and its surroundings. Make a list of hazards or
security problems you find. Correct one problem you found, and tell what you did.
6. Complete one of the following:
a. Hold a family meeting to plan an exciting family activity. The activity could include:
•

A family reunion

•

A family night

•

A family outing

7. Create a list of community service or conservation projects that you and your family can do
together, and present it to your family. Select one project, plan it, and complete it with members
of your family.

1. Interview a Grandparent, Family Elder, or Family Friend
Here are some questions to get you started:
1. When and where were you born?
2. What were your parents’ names?
3. What is your happiest memory of your
father? Your mother?
4. What is the most important lesson your
parents taught you?
5. What are the names of your grandparents?
6. What is your happiest memory of your
grandfather? Grandmother?
7. How many brothers and sisters do you
have? What do you remember about them
from growing up?
8. Where did you grow up?
9. What did you do for fun as a child?
10. How did you like school?
11. What did you want to be when you grew up?
12. Who were your heroes or role models when you were young?
13. What big world events were the most memorable while you were growing up?
14. What kinds of clothes, hobbies, slang terms were popular when you were a teenager?
15. Did you go to college? What did you study? If you didn’t go to college, do you wish you had had
the opportunity? What did you do instead?
16. What jobs have you had? What was your favorite job?
17. How did you meet your spouse? How old were you when you met/got engaged/got married?
What was the wedding like?
18. How many children do you have? What were they like when they were growing up?
19. What’s your favorite book or movie and why? What was your favorite when you were young?
20. Do you know any stories about the history of the family name, or the origins of the family?

2. Learn About Your Family History. Create a Family Tree, Origins
Poster, or Celebration poster.

Origins Poster Example

3. Make a chart showing the jobs you and other family members have
at home.
With your parent make a list of the different jobs you, and other members of your family have at home.
On your cardstock paper, use the ruler and a marker to draw a grid for a week’s worth of jobs that you will
do. Example below:
My Job Chart
Jobs
Clean my
room
Take out
garbage
Fold/hang
my laundry
Do dishes
Feed the
Dog
Mow the
lawn
Weed the
garden

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

4. Select a job that below that belongs to another family member, and
help that person complete it:

5. With the help of an adult, inspect your home and its surroundings.
Make a list of hazards or security problems you find. Correct one
problem you found, and tell what you did.
Using the list below, do a home inspection inside and outside your home, looking for possible hazards:
 Is trash lying around outside the home or in the garage?
 Are insecticides stored in a safe place out of reach of small children?
 Are flammable substances such as paint thinner, gasoline or charcoal lighter fluids stored in
marked containers and kept in a cool well ventilated area away from any flame?
 Are sharp tools in a locked cabinet?
 Are power tool cords unplugged and out of the reach of small children?
 Are roller skates, skateboards and bicycles kept out of the driveway and sidewalks?
 Are oily rags lying about?
 Is the door of an unused freezer or refrigerator removed?
 Are all outside lights in working order?
 Are garbage cans kept covered?
 Is your sidewalk free of uneven areas or broken cement?
 Are curtains and furniture away from air conditioners and heating elements?
 Does the fireplace have a screen?
 Do large glass doors have a decal as a safety reminder?
 Are electrical cords in good repair?
 Are electrical wires on the floor where people can walk or trip on them?
 Are poisonous substances in childproof containers?
 Are all prescription drugs in childproof containers?
 Are non- prescription drugs kept in the medicine chest?
 Are matches stored in rodent proof and childproof containers?
 Are smoke alarm batteries checked on a regular basis?
 Are fire extinguishers operable?
 Are the telephone numbers of the police, fire and paramedics displayed on or beside each
phone?
If hazards were found, how did you fix one of the problems?

6a. Hold a family meeting to plan an exciting family activity.

The activity could include:
a. A family reunion
b. A family night
c. A family outing

6b. Create a list of community service or conservation projects that
you and your family can do together
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Make Valentine’s for Senior Citizens.
Collect sleep-away camp items for children and families who have to stay in hospitals.
Donate kids’ craft kits to a local children’s hospital.
Organize a board game night at your local nursing home.
Make a no-sew fleece blanket for a child in need through Project Linus.
Organize a food drive in your neighborhood, church, or school.
When school supplies are very cheap at the beginning of the year, pack up a backpack and
supplies for a local child in need (the YMCA frequently collects these, in addition to other
organizations).
Bring gently used board games and decks of cards to a local homeless shelter.
Put on gloves and pick up litter at your local park.
Collect DVD’s and videogames you no longer use/watch and donate them to a Children’s
Hospital for patients.
Stuff warm socks with snacks and fruit to pass out to people who are homeless.
Secretly rake leaves or shovel snow for a neighbor in need.
Volunteer to read letters or the newspaper to residents in nursing homes.
Donate used baby and toddler toys to a nearby church, synagogue, mosque, or temple for their
youngest members. Most places of worship have a place for little ones to be entertained during
services.
Go through the books you’ve grown out of and donate them to the waiting room of a local dentist
or doctor.
Donate your gently used stuffed animals to a local firehouse or police station to give to children in
emergencies.
Find out when the next sporting event is for your local Special Olympics teams, and go there as
cheerleaders for the participants with signs, balloons, and noisemakers.
Work with your friends to make a “New Student” guide to your town that includes your favorite
parks, a map of the neighborhood, and fun things to do.
Plant a garden or tree that your school or neighborhood can enjoy.

